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Your guide to living in Spain as a non-EU citizen

HOW TO LIVE IN 
SPAIN AFTER BREXIT



Brexit and your property 
purchase in Spain
The positive news is that for anyone spending 90 days or less 
in Spain over the course of six months, Brexit should make little 
or no difference. Even for most non-EU citizens there is no visa 
requirement for stays of that length of time and travel insurance 
can cover healthcare.

Property buying and owning in different countries in itself is not one of 
the EU’s freedoms and should be completely unaffected. The effect 
on those wanting to spend longer periods in Spain remains to be 
seen. Should no special arrangement be made for those wishing 
to move to Spain, we can gain understanding of how things might 
operate post-Brexit by looking at how Spain allows non-EU citizens 
to live there currently.

Therefore, this guide imagines that British citizens have no more right 
to live and work in Europe than citizens of other non-EU countries.

What follows are the rules for non-EU nationals when it comes to the 
key matters of visas, property ownership and healthcare. We must 
stress that Renew Realty does not know precisely what arrangements 
will be put in place. This is a possible outcome, and serves only as a 
broad guide.
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Visas and property

New fast-track visa
Since 2014, Spain has had a fast track visa. 
This is for non-EU investors, entrepreneurs, 
highly qualified professionals and researchers 
who Spain wishes to tempt to the country 
by offering them preferential treatment, 
such as automatic residence for the whole 
family with no minimum stay, and free travel 
throughout the Schengen visa region. There 
are conditions to fulfil for each category of 
the visado nacional, for example, investors 
could spend at least €500,000 on a Spanish 
property (the so-called “golden visa”).

You will need to present to the immigration 
authorities paperwork such as:

• Proof that your main place of residence 
remains outside Spain (for example, a 
bank statement)

• Certificate showing you do not have a 
criminal record

• Medical certificate showing you don’t have 
a communicable disease

• Medical insurance with a minimum 
coverage of US$50,000 for emergencies 
and repatriation

• Marriage certificate and birth certificates 
for children.

• Enrolment in a school for the children.
• Proof of accommodation in Spain (title 

deeds, lease or rental agreement)
• Processing fee of around €100.

Is there any restriction on foreigners 
buying a residential property in Spain?
No, there is no restriction on you buying 
a home in Spain and there are no limits on 
where. You are still perfectly entitled to use 
your home for up to 90 days in any 180 and 
are free to rent it out, subject to local Spanish 
rental laws which vary from region to region.

What sort of employment visas does Spain 
offer and how do I get one?
Firstly, you have to find a job. The employer 
draws up a work contract, which goes to the 
Spanish Ministry of Labour and if approved 
by them, goes to the Immigration department 
which instructs the consulate to issue the 
visa. If the applicant wishes to bring a family 
to Spain he or she must follow the procedure 
for an “accompanying family member” at the 
same time

European Blue Card:
Intended to be the European equivalent of 
America’s Green Card, the Blue Card is an 
EU- wide work permit that allows highly-skilled 
people to work in the EU. 

How long can I stay in Spain without 
getting a visa?
Spain is within the “Schengen Area”, a group 
of the 26 European countries that allows
free movement between each other. Non-
EU passport holders from a list of around 
60 countries can stay in the Schengen area, 
including Spain, for up to 90 days within a 
180 day period without getting a visa. The 
countries include the USA, Australia, Japan, 
Monaco and Hong Kong, and it is likely that 
British people would have these rights too, as 
an absolute minimum. 

The 90 days in each 180 can be spread over 
as many visits as you like, allowing you to 
spend nearly half the year in Spain if divided 
up throughout the year. Each country within 
the Schengen area imposes the broad set of 
rules but with important technical differences, 
for example in how the 90 days per 180 may 
be divided throughout the year, where you 
can spend the rest of your time, etc.

Can I live in Spain without a visa if I don’t 
work or buy a property?
If you are staying for more than 90 days in any 
180 days you will need to obtain a visa. The 
most common type is the long stay national 
visa (visado nacional). There are three types 
of visa for staying in Spain:

• Residence: This visa allows the  
holder to live in Spain without working  
or performing.

• Work and residence: This visa allows the 
holder to work while living in Spain. 

• Student: This visa allows the holder to 
live in Spain while studying, researching 
or participating in an internship.
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Could I take Spanish citizenship?
There are two routes to Spanish citizenship: 
Naturalisation – you need to have lived 
in Spain for ten years continuously to be 
eligible, have integrated into Spanish life, 
including speaking Spanish. If you can prove 
you have been an asset to Spain it should 
help your application.

A one-year residence period is sufficient for 
someone born in Spain or born outside Spain 
with a Spanish mother or father, or anyone 
married to a Spanish citizen (even if the 
marriage has been dissolved). In all cases, 
the period of residence in Spain must have 
been immediately before the application. 
Marriage to a Spanish citizen doesn’t entitle 
you to a work permit, although an application 
for one is usually granted and expedited. 
To apply for Spanish nationality you require 
your birth certificate, marriage certificate 
(if applicable), and your parents’ birth and 
marriage certificates, all of which must be 
officially translated into Spanish. You also 
require a certificate of good conduct from 
the police, a statement from two Spanish 
citizens supporting your application, and you 
must show that you’re a good citizen and 
integrated into Spanish society. Most people 
find it necessary to employ a lawyer to handle 
the paperwork involved. Marriage: You need 
to have been married to a Spanish person for 
one year and have been living in Spain for one 
year. You also need to have a good knowledge 
of Spanish.



Could I stay in Spain as a student?
With students in the UK graduating with debts 
of up to £50,000, studying at a European 
university has been increasingly popular, since 
the fees are generally much cheaper. Spanish 
universities are widely recognised not to be the 
best part of the education system, with Barcelona 
Universitat, the highest ranking at 141 on the 
world scale On the other hand, tuition fees for 
overseas students are only around €1,000. They 
have around 3% foreign students, many of them 
already from outside the EU, and they will accept 
British A levels in place of the bachillerato which 
is normally  required to gain entry.

That offers the tantalising prospect of being 
able to study in Spain for two years as a mature 
student, relatively cheaply, and then gain 
citizenship relatively easily. You might even get 
cheaper health coverage via a student mutua.

Can I live in Spain without working (e.g. 
retirement)?
Generally, yes, on a long-stay visa. You will 
need to prove you can live there without 
working, by showing your income from abroad 
is sufficient and after five years of uninterrupted 
residing in Spain, you can apply for permanent 
residency.

Do I have to declare an income in Spain if 
I’m not paid there?
When you have stayed in Spain for six months 
and one day, you are eligible to pay tax in Spain. 
If not, you don’t. Double tax arrangements are 
not a European Union rule but a reciprocal 
arrangement between Spain and the UK so 
should not be affected by Brexit.

Can I live in Spain but commute to Britain to 
work during the week?
You can spend up to 90 days in Spain per six 
months without many questions being asked and 
without a visa. That gives you every weekend 
and some good long holidays too! You could 
also stay in Spain on a long- stay visa, which 
would give you more time there, but you would 
have to show that you have sufficient income 
to live in Spain without earning an income. That 
will be difficult if you are in fact nipping back and 
forth to work. 

Can I live in Spain and “work from home” for 
a UK employer?
See above. Staying in Spain for more than 90 
days requires you to prove that you do not 
need to work, and you may have to have that 
notarised. One possibility might be to structure 
your employment in the UK so that you are paid 
via a company or other financial entity.

Can I be a freelancer/self-employed in Spain?
One of the reasons so many ambitious Spanish 
people moved to London in recent years was 
because it is easier to start a business in the UK 
than in Spain, where the bureaucratic process 
is long with few “breaks” for new businesses. 
Recently though, the Spanish government has 
attempted to make it easier to start a business. 
There is also a newly launched “Entrepreneur 
visa” that is designed to encourage start ups (and 
tempt them away from the United States and 
other countries). There are several visa options 
for entrepreneurs and investors, including golden 
visas for people simply “investing” in their own 
house.

Investor Residency Visas
One may obtain a residency visa on investing 
in any of the following 9 
asset classes:
1. Investing at least €2million in Spanish 

Treasury bonds
2. Investing at least €1million in shares of 

publicly trading Spanish companies or  
non-trading ones

3. Depositing at least €1million in Spanish bank 
accounts

4. Buying Spanish real estate of at least 
€500,000

5. A ‘major’ business investment which fulfils at 
least one of the following three conditions:

• Meaningful job creation
• Significant socioeconomic impact in the region
• Technological or scientific impact

Can I start a business there employing myself 
and other people?
Yes, you could start a new company or be 
self-employed, buy a company, create a 
joint venture, open a Spanish branch of your 
existing company, or a representative office. 
Spain generally encourages investment into 
the country. 

Is there a language requirement for 
visas / sponsorship?
Yes, for many visas there is a requirement to 
speak Spanish. So how easy is it? The languages 
that are the most similar

to English are Western European languages 
and include Spanish, French, Portuguese, 
Italian. Spanish is the fourth most spoken 
language in the world (behind Chinese, Hindi, 
and English) Spanish only differs from English 
in word formation and pronunciation. English 
speakers learning Spanish will be using the 
same alphabet (apart from a few letters) and 
the straightforward Spanish pronunciation 
system: words are pronounced exactly as they 
are written. Grammatically speaking, Spanish 
actually has fewer irregularities than other Latin- 
based languages.

Will there still be British estate agents  
in Spain?
Renew Realty are here to help you, with offices 
in the UK and Spain, the team can speak both 
languages and also have solicitors and other 
partners who can speak English to assist in the 
process.

Can I take my dog to Spain?
As a rabies-free country, the UK is likely to be 
regarded as a “third country” that is given the 
same access to the EU pet passport scheme as 
EU nations. This applies to dogs, cats and ferrets. 

Pensions: will my pension rise each year like 
it does now?
The “triple lock”, whereby your pension rises each 
year by the largest of either 2.5 %, price inflation 
or average earnings growth, does not apply in 
some non-EU countries (Australia, Canada, 
Africa etc) while in some it does (such as US, 
Israel). For now, the government has agreed to 
automatically increase pensions to British people 
living in the EU for at least the next three years. 

Can I claim UK benefits in Spain?
The UK has social security arrangements with many countries outside the European 
Union, including Turkey, USA, New Zealand and the Channel Islands. There is no reason 
to suggest Spain will be an exception. Unemployment benefit (although not Jobseekers’ 
Allowance), maternity allowance, bereavement benefits are payable to British people in 
many non-EEA countries including the Channel Islands and other non-EU countries on the 
European mainland, Serbia, Macedonia etc. 

For anyone moving between the two countries frequently, you will be subject to the 
Habitual Residence Test (HRT) to determine if you are able to receive UK benefits. You 
could potentially, for example, receive housing support in the UK but live part of the time in 
France. There are no fixed rules for this, it tends to depend on case law.
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How good is Spanish state healthcare?
According to the OECD Better Life Index, of the 34 OECD countries 
Spain comes above mid-table for health outcomes, two places above 
the UK. Life expectancy is higher than the majority of OECD countries, 
at 85.5 for women and 80 for men (compared to 83 and 79 respectively 
in the UK). Two out of three Spanish people said they were in good 
health, compared to three out of four in the UK, despite Spain spending 
nearly 9% of its GDP on health (2015) compared to 8.5% in the UK.

What do I need to do as a non-EU person, to access state 
healthcare in Spain?
If staying in Spain for less than 90 days, standard tourist health 
insurance should suffice. On most of the visas that allow you to work 
in Spain it is compulsory to take out comprehensive health insurance. 
For Americans, for example, this includes minimum coverage of 
US$50,000 for emergencies and repatriation, and it may well do for 
the British as well. Of course, the UK being within easy reach from 
Spain, for anything but the worst intensive care cases it would be 
relatively easy to return to the UK, even if it requires an ambulance. 
In Spain doctors’ visits, hospital stays and tests are free for EU 
citizens, but there are charges for prescriptions (depending on your 
income), dental and eye care. Many Spaniards also have a mutua, 
a private health insurance allowing them to use both the private and 
public health services. Non EU citizens are required to have private 
healthcare cover but it is also possible to “pay into” the state health 
system for medical cover under the national health service.

What happens if I have an emergency and am not insured?
You will be treated by the Spanish health service just as well as any 
Spanish person and then billed afterwards.

What will I pay for private health insurance?
For trips of under 90 days that do not require a visa standard travel 
insurance will suffice. This will come with the usual excesses and 
exemptions as per your shorter holiday, generally at around £20-50 
per year, excluding adventure sports. If you need to visit the GP, for 
example, you will normally be better paying the €25-50 charge out of 
your own pocket, and will face an excess of at least £100 for more 
serious issues. Generally in Europe an insurance company will charge 
€200-300 for an individual in his 50s, €500 per month for a family of 
four or €800 per month for a retired couple. As the market for healthcare 
provision for Brits left out of free healthcare grows that is likely to come 
down, and new products are likely to come onto the market. If you have 
a chronic condition, however, such as diabetes or high blood pressure, 
you can expect to pay considerably more. In Barcelona the average 
cost of a short doctor’s visit is €52 but this varies around the country. 

Health
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Offering an exclusive service, we are experienced in 
finding properties which not only meet our clients 
requirements, but exceed them. 

Our service covers everything you could need and 
over the years we have developed a superb network 
of partners to include solicitors, accountants, 
architects and interior designers.

Renew Realty SL
Centro Comercial Benavista, 
Local 15, 29688, 
Estepona, Malaga
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